For the purposes of the present discussion, it is suggested that common ground be reached first in agreement that mentally defective persons should not only be kept alive and cared for, but that they should live under those conditions best calculated to encourage and maintain all-round development.
It is generally believed that the community life of an institution offers the most satisfactory provision for low and middle-grade defectives?the idiots and imbeciles?whether of school age or older-And high-grade defectives ?the feeble-minded?are apparently being recommended in increasing numbers for institutional residence and treatment. In its widest interpreta- 
